
K S L ^ SPEER ELECTRONICS, I N C 

October 21, 2003 
I ';f,fr,'"' '^°''°^N^ REGION 5 

United States Environmental Protection Agency j 
Regions • A. .»- j 
77 West Jackson Blvd. 1 
Chicago, IL 60604-3590 • 

1 

Attention; Mr. Thomas Nash (Mail Drop C-14 J) ! 
Associate Regional Coimsel I 

Re: Chemical Recovery Systems Superfund Site I 
in gtyria. Ohio Oft iVfinimis Settlements ! 

i 
Dear Mr. Nash; j 

1 am writing tliis letter after speaking with Ms. Margaret Herring, from your 
office, in order to suinmarize our conversation and to clarify KOA Spe€r EJectronice, 
Inc.'s (BCSE) position in regard to the inclusion as a party to the Superfund litigation 
pertaining to the Elyria, Ohio site. The best way for mc to accoiUplish Ihis ip to provide 
you with a time line and brief description of KSE' s histoiy. 

1950's j 

In the mid 1950's, Airco, Inc. created a resistor manufacturing opcratiou (Aiico 
Speer Electronics Division) that was located in Bradford, Pennsylvania. This 
manufacturing facility waii in operation (approximately 900 employees) froit the mid 
1950's until 1975/1976 when Airco decided to move its resistor manufacturjng operation 
to Singapore. At that time, Airco moved all of the production equipment to Sii^apore 
and Airco decided to sell its electronics division. I 

I 
i 

(Side note) The British Oxygen Company, Ltd. (BOC),' a company organized in the 
United Kingdom, acquired a 35% equity interest in Airco, Inc. in 1974, In ip78, BOC 
acquired the remaining 65% interest ini^rco, Inc. This, of course, included the 
electronics division. To the best of our knowledge, the 1 /S headquarters of^OC Gases is 
today located at: I 

575 Mountain Avenue I 
MunayHill,NJ 07974-2082 

Telephone: 1-908-464-8100 

BOUVAK UlflVt • H.O, BOX 547 • BRADFORD, PA- 16701 • USA • TH.: &M) 362-6636 • FAX 8lkj62-«883 
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November 26. li)79 

In November of 1979, "Speer Resistors, mc." was incorporated in thfe 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (see Exhibit A attached hereto). 

March 1980 j 

lu Maicli of 1980, ilic Articles of Incorporation of Speer Resistors, I^c. were 
amended to change the name of the company lo "KOA Speer Electronics, lilc." (see 
Exhibit B attach^ hereto). I 

March 31.1980 

Li March of 1980, Airco, Inc. sold certain assets of Airco Speer Electronics 
Division (the "electroiiics division") to KOA Speer Electronics, Inc. and certain assets to 
JefFers Electronics, Inc., an Arizona coiporation (Jeffers). Among the assets sold to 
Jeffers was the warehouse facility located in Bradford, Pennsylvania. Among the assets 
sold to KSE were product inventory and personal property used in connection with 
Airco's distribution of electronics products, KSE then took a lease from Jeffers of the 
warehouse located in Bradford, Pennsylvania. 1 

I have included a copy of a portion of the KSE corporate minute book, which 
pertains to the a îproval of the KSE Board of Directors to this transaction (s^e Exhibit C 
attached hereto). , I 

From 1980 to Present j 
i 

Since the Spring of 1980. KSE has conducted business as a distribntijon cftnter of 
electronics products, particularly products manufactured in the Far East, In particular, 
KSE has serveJ a$ the marketing arm of KOA Denko (now known as KOA Corporation), 
a Japanese company, which manufactures resistors and other electronics products in 
Japan and ships them to KSE for distribution. KSE has solely operated as a distribution 
operation. It has never operated as a manufacturing facility. 
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SmtiMnarv 

I tiosl dial tliib short "liislory lesson" will help show that KOA Speeif Electronics, 
Inc. is not the company responsible for the 1,447 gallons of Dirty Inventory iprocessed at 
the Elyria, Ohio site. This conclusion is obvious for the following reasons: | 

(i) KSE is not related to "Airco Speer Electronics". "Airco Spetr 
Electronics" was a Division of Airco, Inc. Therefore, any rclfcrcacca to 
"Airco Speer Electronics" in the books and records of the foipier operator 
of the Superfund site relate to Airco, Inc., not to KSE. i 

(ii) The Dirty Inventory in question was delivered to the Superfu id site prior 
to 1980. KSE was not incorporated ujoti! November 26, 1974 and KSE did 
not commence operations until the Spring of 1980, There is no possibility 
dial KSE could have delivered the Dirty Inventor '̂ to the Supbrfiind site. 

(iii) KSE, since it's inception, has operated solely as an electronios distribution 
facility and warehouse. KSE has never operated as A rnanufapniring 
operation for resistors or otherwise. 

Accordingly, we request that the name KOA Speer Electronics, Inc. be removed 
from your I'RP listing and tliat all records showing "f/k/a Airco Speer Electrjonics" be 
corrected to show we are not related to the Airco, Inc, operations. 

Should you have further questioiiB or require additional infoimation, I can be; reached at 
(814) 362-5536, ext 239, fax number (814) 362-6449 or by e-mail at 
lcuxikliu(S)Jkoaspet?r.CQTn. ^ 

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter. I remain i 
i 

Sincerely, I 

Ihomas W. Conklin ! 
Comptroller [ 
KOA Speer Electronics, Inc. 

Enclosures (see Exhibits A, B & C) 



V i l i M 

Exhibits 

Exhibit A - Articles of Incorporation of "Speer Resistor, Inc." filed with the Secretary o 
the State of the Commonwealth of Permsylvania on November 26,1979. 

Exhibit B - Amendment to Articles of Incorporation changing the name of ihe company 
from "Speer Resistor, Jnc." to "KOA Speer Electronics, Inc", The Amendr lent was filed 
with the Secretary of the State of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania on March 25, 
1980. 

Exhibit C - Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors of KSE held in March 27, 
1980 at. which time the execution of the Agreement of Furchase was approved pursuant to 
which KSE purchased certain assets of the Airco Speer Electronics Divisiori of Airco, 
Inc.' 
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MIMUTES OF MEETING OF BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

KOA SPEER ELECTRONICS, INC. 

MARCH 27, 1980 
^̂ ^XHi6/r c 

Recitation of Authority 
I 

1. A special meeting of the Board of Directors df 
"i 

Koa Speer Electronics, Inc., ("the Corporation"), a ijennsylvania 

corporation was held at 9:00 a.n. on March 27, 19 80 ê t New York, 

New YorX; all Directors of the. Corporation having signed a 

written waiver of notice of such meeting, which waivdrs have 

been filed with the corporate records and are hereby jmade a 

part of the minutes of this meeting. 

Quorum 

2 . The Directors prese-nt at such meeting were !Lester 

Rice, K. Mukaayama, and K. Miyata^ constituting a quoi-um of the 

authorized number of Directors of the Corporation. | 

Chairman and Secret_ary 

3. On motion duly made, K. Miyata was elected to act 

as-Chairman of the meeting and Lester Rice was elecv^J to act 

as Secretary of the meeting. Both parties accepted -the elections 

and acted in their respective caparities. 

Ratification and Approval'of Prior Acts 

4. The Written Actions by the sole Shareholde(: and 

the sole Directar dated December 19i 1979 and March [27, 19 80 

//H. 

wor« read to those present and there being no objections, corrections, 

or modifications,- on Motion duly made/ seconded and jiffirmed by a 
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unanimous vote of all of the Directors present, ithe following 
i 

resolution was adopted: 
) 

RESOLVED, That all proceedings by!the sole 
Director and sole Shareholder since thj9 
incorporation of the Corporation, all acts taken 
-by the initial Director, Shareholder or the 
"initial officers of the Corporation and all 
expenses incurred in connection with the incorp' 
oration and organization of the Corporation 
are hereby ratified and approved in aljL respects. 

Adoption of Resolutions 

r-

5. ,A Statement was then made by the Chairjnan regarding 

a proposed Agreement between Airco, Inc., a Delajî are corporation, 

and the Corporation. After a discussion was hel3 among the. 

Directors, it was duly motioned, seconded and affirmed by a 

unanimous vote of the Directors present, that the following 

resolutions be adopted.* j 

RESOLVED, That the Agreement of Purchase 
between Airco, Inc. ("Airco"), a Delaware 
corporation, Koa Denko Co,, Ltd. ("Koaf), 
and the Corporation, dated as of Marchj 31, 19 60 
("Agreement"), in which the corporation purchases 
certain assets of Airco Speer Electronlics 
Division, is hereby ratified, approved! and adopted 
on behalf of this Corporation; and fur|ther 

RESOLVED, That the proper officerk of the 
Corporation are hereby authorized to execute, / 
on behalf of the Corporation, the Agrebnent 
by and between the Corporation, Airco, | and Koa 
in the form presented; said authorization being 
conditioned on the Agreement as executjad being 
in form and substance acceptable to counsel; 
and further 
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RESOLVED, That the proper officers ofi the 
Corporation are hereby auchoriaed and dire,cted 
to take all such further action and to execute 
and deliver any and all appropriate instrubents 
and documents in the name and on behalf of, 
the Corporation and under its corporate sdal 
or otherwise to pay all such expenses as ejhall 
in their judgment be necessary, proper or [ad
visable in -̂ rder to fully carry out the injtent 
and effectuate the purposes of the foregoi^ng 
resolutions. ! 

6, A Statement was then made by the Chairman regarding 

the proposed Lease Agreement between Jeffers Electronics, Inc. 

and the Corporation, After a discussion was held aijiong the 

Directors, it was duly motioned, seconded and affirmed by a 

unanimous vote o£ the Directors present, that the fo]|.lowing 

resolutions be a<3optedi 
, i 

RESOLVED, That the Lease Agreeinent botveen 
Jeffers Electronics, Inc. ("Jeffers"), an Arizona 
corporation, and the Corporation dated as of 
March 31, 1980 is hereby ratified, approved and 
adopted on behalf of this Corporation; and 
further 

RESOLVED, That the proper officers o:: the 
Corporation are hereby authorized to execute 
on behalf of the Corporation the Lease Ag:ree-
ment by and between Jeffers and the corporation 
in the form presented; said authorization!being 
conditioned on the Agreement as executed, being in 
form and substance acceptable to counsel; 
and further , 

RESOLVED) That the proper officers ok the 
Corporation are hereby authorized and directed 
to take all such farther action and to exbcute 
and deliver any and all appropriate instruments 
and documents in the name and on behalf o£ the 
Corporation and under its corporate seal br other" 
wise, to pay all such expenses as shall i 
judgment be necessary, proper or advisabl 
order to fully carry out the intent and e 
the purposes of the foregoing resolutions 

their 
e in 
Cfectuate 
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Facsimile Cover Sheet 

To: 
Company: 
Phone: 
Fax: 

Ms» Margaret Herring 
Uffit^ States Environmental Protection Agency 
(312) S86^6239 
(312) 886-6064 \ 

From: 
Company: 
Phone: 
Fax: 

Date: 
No» of Page: 

Tom Conklin 
KOA Speer Electronics 
(814) 362^5536 - Ext. 239 
(814) 362-6449 

Tuesday, October 14, 2003 
12 (including cover page) 

Dear Margaret, 

It was a pleasure talking with you on Friday, I have attached all the 
necessary documentation io support our telephone conversation, 

i-

Thanks again for all your help. Please let me know if you f̂ ave any 
questions. 

Regards, 

<4ffM 


